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Have you heard of the Aoya Kamijichi Site, a national historic site in
Tottori City, Japan? This remarkable archaeological site preserves the
remains of a Yayoi period port settlement that once thrived as a bustling
hub for maritime exchange along the Sea of Japan. Exceptionally well-
preserved and diverse archaeological materials have been unearthed at
the Aoya Kamijichi Site, earning it the nickname "Underground Yayoi
Museum." Over 1,353 artifacts of exceptional historical and artistic value
have been designated as National Important Cultural Properties. The site
also yielded approximately 5,300 human bones, making it a significant
site for studying the Yayoi population. This lecture delves into the lives of
the Yayoi people who inhabited this vibrant port settlement. Through DNA
analysis of the human bones and other research findings, we will explore
various aspects of their lives, including their physical appearance, diet,

health, and lifestyle.
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