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Pursuing beauty without compromise delivers value
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Why did a tile craftsman end up giving a talk at a cosmetics industry
convention? The theme of the convention in Japanese says “Shinka suru
gijutsu, shinka suru bi no mirai (directly translated as Evolving technology,
deepening the future of beauty).” Indeed, tiles too are cosmetic materials
for buildings. These days, the majority of tiles are manufactured using
machinery that saves human labour, and they are functionally excellent
products that maintain a high level of uniformity. This is truly the result
of evolving technology. Yet, at the same time, the original warmth of
ceramics and the decorative qualities that make use of ceramic
techniques have disappeared, and the appeal of tiles as a decorative
material is fading. Against this trend, I have been pioneering the field of
artistic tiles focusing strongly on their cosmetic or decorative aspects.

In this talk, while touching upon my own work as an example, I will talk
about how pursuing beauty through the effort and time of artisans and
technicians can enrich people’s everyday lives.

I am also leading a cultural awareness campaign that brings together
the tile industry as a whole. I hope that this will be an opportunity to
connect the cosmetics industry with the tile industry, and for cosmetics
plus cosmetic and decorative materials to lead the world together. I look
forward to continuing the exchange with you all into the future.



